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Virtual Inclement Weather Plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good Evening, Chair Lichter, Vice Chair Harvey and members of the Board. I am pleased to provide an update on Team BCPS responses to the inclement weather day survey and a recommendation for your consideration for this upcoming school year.

The Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) has provided a pathway for local education agencies (LEAs) to repurpose certain days as virtual school days in the 2023-2024 school year. The days that may be considered include inclement weather days, staff professional learning days, high school graduation days to enable teachers to assist with or attend  graduation, and other similar circumstances.


Next slide please





Virtual Day Plans

MSDE Virtual Day Requirements

No more than 8 virtual days; 
with a maximum of 3 
asynchronous days.

Minimum of four (4) hours 
of synchronous instruction 

for all students.

Attendance will be taken for 
all students and teachers 

during the virtual day, 
including asynchronous 

days.

Virtual days will not 
negatively impact student 
grades. Opportunities to 

make up work missed 
outside of virtual learning 

will be provided.

Virtual Instructional Plan will 
be posted on website.

Virtual Inclement Weather 
Day Plan presented at a 
publicly accessible local 

school system board 
meeting.

MSDE Virtual Day Requirements- 23-24

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Specifically, school systems have the opportunity to use a total of eight days as virtual school days for the described purposes. 

School systems that transition to virtual inclement weather days must attest to the following:

No more than 8 virtual days; with a maximum of 3 asynchronous days.
Minimum of four (4) hours of synchronous instruction for all students .
Attendance will be taken for all students and teachers during the virtual day, including asynchronous days.
Virtual days will not negatively impact student grades. Opportunities to makeup work missed outside of virtual learning will be provided.
Virtual Instructional Plan will be posted on website.
Virtual Inclement Weather Day Plan presented at a publicly accessible local school system board meeting.



Virtual Inclement Weather Day Plans

Traditional snow days are 
valued by students, staff, and 

families.

Staff, students, and parents 
do not want the school year 

to extend beyond the 
scheduled last day of school.

Staff, students, and parents 
are in favor of transitioning to 

virtual inclement weather 
days after traditional days 

have been used.

11,371 Responses
80%

16%
4%

Transition to Virtual 
After 3 Days

Agree Disagree Neutral

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We launched a survey in English and Spanish to gather feedback and input from Team BCPS in May. More than 11,000 stakeholders in BCPS responded to the virtual inclement weather day plan survey for the 2023-2024 school year.

Respondents included 39% staff, 52% parents, 9% students and 1% community members

Survey results indicated the following:

Traditional snow days are valued by students, staff and families.
Staff, students and parents do not want the school year to extend beyond the last scheduled day of school and 
Staff, students and parents are not in favor of reducing spring break or other holidays to make up for inclement weather days. 


80% of the BCPS community supported transition to virtual after the use of 3 traditional snow days 

Agree 9123
Disagree 1753
Neutral 495 





Virtual Day Plans
School Year 2023-2024

Days 1-3 
Traditional 
Inclement 

Weather Days

Day 4+ 
Transition to 

Virtual

High schools 
with 10:00 am & 

2:30 pm 
graduation 
ceremonies

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As a result of stakeholder feedback, with Board support we would forward the following plan to the state for approval:

Days 1-3 Traditional Inclement Weather Days
Day 4+ Transition to Virtual
High schools with 10:00 am -2:30 pm graduation ceremonies asynchronous learning to allow staff and student participation
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